

28 January 1970 
Washington, D.C. 

An editor of a trade journal, whom I first met while on 
an intelligence assignment in Latin America, has urged me 
for some time to make public the facts dealing with my 
involvement in a conspiracy to murder the late Chief 
Executive, John F. Kennedy, in 1963 and the circumstances 
surrounding my arrest and imprisonment in the United States 
and East Germany. For reasons that are more personal than 
advisable I can think of little else that I would like to do 
better. But with the copious amount of documentation and 
background material on hand, that I feel should be adduced 
to in any valid treatise of the subject, it would require 
writing no less than a tome, an undertaking for which I am 
hardly qualified. Then, too, there is a growing skepticism 
on my part concerning the kind of reception that a topic of 
this sort would elicit from a society long since inured to 
violence, corruption and injustice. Still, after over six 
years of relative silence, I've decided that I must say 
something about all this, if only to answer the lies and 
distortions concocted about me in the press. Thus, I have 
compiled this small booklet, a throwaway, which may be 
easily discarded at the whim of the reader. In it I've 
taken the liberty to set forth a reproduction of one of the 
least sanitized references to my case that has appeared in 
the news media, an article printed last summer in the 
OVERSEAS FAMILY, a weekly tabloid catering to U.S. service- 
men in Europe. I have utilized this particular article as a 
vehicle to tell a bit of my side of the story by writing an 
addendum to it. 


R. C. Nagell 
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'I want to find my children' 


Ex-Army spook who lingered Oswald claims Uncle Sam hides his family / by Thomas CLucey 


\ 


(JNCLE SAM has given Richard Case 

Nagell three Purple Hearts — one 
earned on Christmas Day — and a medal 
for heroism in combat. 

But what this ex-Army counterspy and 
alleged CIA undercoverman wants is that 
Uncle keep a promise to locate his wife 
and two small children. 

The 38-year-old former officer hasn't 
seen them since 1963. 

Officials inside the Federal Govern- 
ment — most likely FBI and CIA agents 
— know where they are and deliberately 
isolated him from his family, the tall, lean 
chain-smoker claims. 

Nagell became separated from his 
Japanese-born wife Mitsuko Takahashi 
and their children, Teresa, now 9, and Ro- 
bert, now 8, when he was arrested for 
robbing an El Paso, Tex., bank in Sep- 
tember 1963. 

He staged the robbery and immedi- 
ately surrendered to the police, Nagell 
claims, because he had refused to Kill 
Kennedy-assassin Lee Harvey Oswald and 


was afraid he would be killed himself. 

The ex-Army captain was convicted of 
the crime and sent to Leavenworth, but 
Mrs. Nagell was never told where he was. 

Since then Nagell has been written 
about in nationar American magazines 
and has worked his way inside a politi- 
cal prison in Communist East Germany 
for the CIA. 1 

Two maior magazines intimated that 
Nagell had been insane. 

New Orleans district attorney Jim Gar- 
rison allegedly interviewed Nagell three 
times in his controversial probe of what 
he called the plot to kill Kennedy. 

However, despite all the publicity 
about Nagell, no public mention has 
been made of his charges that: 

► FBI special agents who questioned 
Mrs. Nagell about her husband while he 
was in prison said they didn’t know 
where he was; 

► The CIA used the promise of reunit- 
ing Nagell with his family as part of the 
incentive for him to undertake a one-man 


CIA assignment inside East Germany. 

Nagell came to Europe in February 
1969 on a hunch that the path to his fam- 
ily started in West Berlin. In Zurich he was 
almost killed, he says. In Barcelona, he 
was watched. And in West Berlin he was 
attacked in a side-street bar by two 
strangers — one of whom had been fol- 
lowing him for two days — and hit on 
the top of his head so hard a molar 
cracked in half. 

Fearing that the next attacker might 
murder him and reassured that the Gov- 
ernment would finally keep its promise 
this time, Nagell flew home to the United 
States. 

Now he's back where he started in 
1963 — when he tipped off the FBI that 
Oswald was planning to assassinate Pres- 
ident Kennedy. 

Working through a source with access 
to. documents on the Nagell case. The 
FAMILY has been able to reconstruct this 
incredible story of the spy who couldn't 
come in from the cold. 



intelligence man, not a killer, 
and he couldn’t kill Oswald. 


gell which indicated to him that 



“Instead, he wrote about 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
reply, but NageU didn’t expect 




Richard Nagell: a seif-deluded crank or 






The FAMILY 

The Nagell Affair . . . 

'You must get out of Berlin!' 
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